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IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS F.
QUINNAN, RECIPIENT OF THE
2016 GREATER PITTSTON FRIEND-
LY SONS OF SAINT PATRICK
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Thomas F. Quinnan, who will
receive the 2016 Greater Pittston Friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick Achievement Award on
March 17. Thomas has had a diverse career
that has stretched over several decades, while
still finding time to participate in the commu-
nity.

}Il'homas F. Quinnan was born in Pittston,
Pennsylvania and is the son of the late Ed-
ward and Clare Gunning Quinnan. Tom re-
ceived his early education at St. Mary’s As-
sumption School and graduated from St. John
the Evangelist's High School, Pittston, and
Penn State University, Wilkes-Barre. He later
received training in Air Navigation Systems
and Equipment at The FAA Academy, and
management training at the Management
Training School and the Center for Manage-
ment Development. He attended the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology, Rochester, New
York, majoring in Electrical Engineering Tech-
nology.

Mr. Quinnan was employed by the Federal
Aviation Administration for over 33 years and
retired as the Field Office Manager, Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton sector. His career started at
the New York International Airport, and he ad-
vanced to a Navigational Aid Specialist as-
signed to the Newark, New Jersey sector of-
fice. During his time in Newark, he was as-
signed to most of the facilities in the state of
New Jersey including the Teterboro, Newark,
Trenton, Morristown, and Atlantic City airports.
In 1975, Tom was selected to be Chief of
Navaids And Communications Unit at the
Rochester International Airport, where he
served until his selection as manager at
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. During his career, Tom
obtained FAA Certification credentials on In-
strument Landing Systems, Vhf Omnirange,
Tactical Air Navigation, Air Traffic Control
Towers, and several other air traffic control
systems.

Quinnan was a member of the Manville,
New Jersey Volunteer Fire Company No. 3
serving as Recording Secretary and was a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Fire Inspector for the Borough of Manville. He
is a former President of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, Neil McLaughlin Division, Avoca,
Pennsylvania and a former President of the
Airport Management Association. Tom is a
member of the Queen of Apostles Parish in
Avoca, and a long-standing member of the
Friendly Sons.

Tom resides in Avoca with his wife, the
former Barbara Ann Grace. They are the par-
ents of three sons: Thomas, Shawn, and Rob-
ert, with daughters-in-law, Ann, Denise, and
Kara. Tom and Barbara also have six grand-
children: Melissa, Kaleigh, Patrick, Brady,
Collin, and Ryan.

It is an honor to recognize Thomas F.
Quinnan for his service in the community and
his extraordinary career.
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HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
from across the political spectrum that sheds
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Ann Marie Ramas attends Ridge Point High
School in Missouri City, Texas. The essay
topic is: Select an important event that has oc-
curred in the past year and explain how that
event has changed/shaped our country.

In the past year, immigration has become
a prevalent and controversial topic in social
and political discussions. President Obama
made some changes to immigration policies,
prompting the case United States v. Texas
(2015) where a Texas judge blocked President
Obama’s executive action on immigration
known as Deferred Actions for Parents of
Americans (DAPA). This executive order,
along with the Catch and Release Act, epito-
mizes President Obama’s position on immi-
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grants. He believes that implementing le-
nient rules on illegal immigrants is fair, that
we should not deport illegal immigrants
under certain circumstances—if they have
children who are American citizens or legal
residents, if they pass a criminal background
check, or if they are willing to pay their fair
share of taxes.

Like most things nowadays, this has
sparked some controversy. In addition to the
rising notoriety and outrageous deeds of
ISIS, the Syrian refugees seeking protection,
and the increasing frequency of terrorists’
attacks all over the world, United States v.
Texas not only exemplifies but also enlarges
the heated issue of immigration.

America is a compassionate nation, but it
is a compassionate and fearful nation. We
know that it is morally right to help those
in need, especially considering the fact that
Americans have all traveled to this great na-
tion in search for a better life. However, the
terrorist attacks and ISIS have embedded
fear in Americans eliciting questions and
doubts like whether to choose ethics over
their own security. President Obama justi-
fies his stance stating that, ‘“We are born of
immigrants. Immigration is our origin story

our oldest tradition. Immigrants and
refugees revitalize and renew America’. Ad-
vocates agree and applaud this statement
while the opposing side wonders whether this
is still true at the cost of our safety. How-
ever, one thing that both sides can agree on
is the fact that the American immigration
system is broken. So how do we fix it? That
is the debate.

The United States v. Texas case and the
whole immigration matter distinctly divide
the American people. Depending how far we
are from the first of our family to move to
the United States or how compassionate or
cautious we are, we view this concern from
different perspectives. This issue has
changed and shaped our nation in that now-
adays, the word ‘“‘immigrant’ has a negative
connotation. It is used as an insult to imply
that ‘“‘you don’t belong here”. Illegal immi-
gration has also demeaned our country and
opening ourselves up to help refugees has al-
lowed us to be vulnerable to ISIS, eager to
use our generosity as a chance to infiltrate
us. The American public now has an im-
paired opinion of immigrants, forgetting
that they are of immigration descent as well.
As President Obama said, the United States
is a country of immigrants. Immigration
molded this nation. It is the foundation of
our people. People from all over the world
immigrated to America to escape hardships
and oppression. Therefore, it is quite ironic
that centuries after its establishment, Amer-
ica is being divided by immigration.
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